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Message Text 
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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO FAA-00 EB-08 SSO-OO CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 /029 W 

003400 291308Z/45 

O R 291225Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3682 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 13141 

PASS NTSB 

ROME FOR FAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, IN 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AIR INDIA BOEING 747 ACCIDENT IN NEW DELHI 

1 . A BOEING 747 OPERATING AS FLIGHT AIR INDIA 123 ABORTED 
ITS TAKEOFF FROM NEW DELHI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (PALAM) 

EARLY IN THE MORNING OF AUGUST 29, AND RAN OFF THE RUNWAY. 

All PASSENGERS AND CREW WERE EVACUATED FROM THE PLANE 
SAFELY. AIRPORT HAS RETURNED TO NORMAL OPERATIONS ALTHOUGH 
PORTION OF MAIN RUNWAY IS CLOSED AND SOME NAVIGATIONAL 
AIDS NOT OPERATING. 

2. REPORT FOLLOWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 10 FAM 521.7. 

(A) BOEING 747, OWNED AND REGISTERED IN INDIA. 

(B) AIRCRAFT OWNED AND OPERATED BY AIR INDIA. 

(C) AUGUST 29, 1978, AROUND 0630 LOCAL 

(D) AIRCRAFT WAS TAKING OFF FROM PALAM AIRPORT, DELHI, 

ENROUTE TO FRANKFURT GERMNANY. 

(E) AIRCRAFT HIT SOFT GROUND WHEN OVERRUNNING RUNWAY 
ON TAKE-OFF ATTEMPT. 

(F) PLANE WAS FULLY LOADED. NO DEATHS AND NO INJURIES. 
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(G) DIFFICULTY WITH ENGINE 3 ON STARBOARD SIDE CAUSED 
PILOT TO ABORT THE TAKEOFF, ACCORDING TO AIR SAFETY 
DIRECTOR V. CHELLAPPA. WHEN PLANE RAN OFF THE RUNWAY, 

LEFT WING GEAR WAS SHEARED OFF AND BODY GEAR SANK INTO 
MUD. RIGHT WING APPARENTLY NOT DAMAGED, ALTHOUGH SOME 
IMPACT ON ENGINE HOUSING ON BOTH SIDES. CHELLAPPA 
UNDERSTANDS THAT COMPANY WILL CONTRACT WITH BOEING TO 
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MAKE REPAIRS. ACCORDING TO UNOFFICIAL SOURCES. TWO 
ENGINES OF A AIRCRAFT HAD STALLED OR FAILED DURING TAKEOFF 
RUN AND FIRE WARNING HAD COME ON. DGCA WILL, ACCORDING 
TO CHELLAPPA, ALSO BE INVESTIGATING BRAKE FUNCTIONING 
AND OTHER ASPECTS OF ACCIDENT. 

(H) SINCE PLANE DID NOT ACHIEVE FLIGHT AND NO DEATHS 
OCCURRED, DECISION ON NATURE OF INQUIRY HAS NOT YET 
BEEN MADE, ACCORDING TO CHELLAPPA. SEE PARA 4 BELOW. 

3. EXCEPT FOR THE FIRST 3500 FEET, PALAM'S PRINCIPAL 
RUNWAY IS OPERATING AGAIN. THE CONTROL TOWER HAS 
NOTIFIED CARRIERS THAT THE ILS HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN AND 
VASI (VISUAL APPROACH SLOPE INDICATOR) AND APPROACH 
LIGHTS TO THE RUNWAY ARE NOT AVAILABLE. PROVIDED 
STORM CONDITIONS DO NOT DEVELOP, REGULAR COMMERCIAL 
FLIGHT OPERATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE, IN THE 
VIEW OF ONE CARRIER. OFFICIAL OF ANOTHER AIRLINE, 

HOWEVER, SAID DIRECTION OF WIND WOULD AFFECT RUNWAY USE. 

4. CHELLAPPA WONDERED WHETHER US WOULD WISH TO PARTICIPATE 
IN INVESTIGATION OF WHAT WAS AN ABORTED TAKEOFF 

WITH NO INJURIES. HE HAS JUST FINISHED MONTHS LONG 
ASSOCIATION WITH DR F, TFT IS OF NTSB IN CONNECTION WITH 
BOMBAY CRASH OF JANUARY 1 AND WOULD BE HAPPY TO WELCOME 
HIM BACK TO INDIA, HE TOLD EMBOFF. HE ASKED THAT WASH- 
INGTON AGENCIES PLEASE ADVISE HIM WHETHER THEY INTEND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO SEND TEAM. 

GOHEEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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